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INTRODUCTION

On May 27, 2008, House Bill 08-1738 was signed into law. The Act established that a local government
may conduct an election using a ranked voting method.

"Ranked voting method" is defined as a voting method, including instant runoff voting, choice voting, or
proportional voting, that allows a voter to rank candidates for an office in order of preference and uses
these preferences to determine the winner of the election.

A local government may conduct an election using a ranked voting method so long as the use of such a
method is not prohibited by the charter of the local government. Additionally, the system of casting,
recording, and tabulating votes implemented to accommodate the ranked voting method must be approved
by the governing body and designated election official of the local government.

The Secretary of State has prepared this sample planning checklist to outline the ranked voting method
election process. This document provides a general overview of the ranked voting method election
requirements. Spaces and check boxes are provided below for each required aspect of a ranked voting
election. For more detailed information, please reference the Voter Choice Act [part 10 of article 7 of
Title 1, C.R.S.].

TYPE OF RANKED VOTING METHOD

[] Instant runoff voting: only one candidate is to be elected to an office.

[] Ranked voting election: more than one candidate is to be elected to an office in a multiple-seat
district or on a governing body that includes multiple at-large seats.

RANKED VOTING BALLOT REQUIREMENTS

| CANDIDATE CHOICES:

[] The ranked voting ballot allows an elector to rank as many choices as there are candidates.
-OR-
] The voting system cannot accommodate the number of rankings equal to the number of

candidates. The number of choices has been limited to the maximum number allowed by the
voting system, however, not fewer than three.

| WRITE-IN CANDIDATES:

[] The ranked voting ballot allows an elector to rank as many choices as there are candidates.
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TABULATION METHOD

[] Sequential method. For example, basic sequential method:

1. Voter’s first choices are counted.

2. If no candidate receives a clear majority, the candidate who received the fewest first place
choices is eliminated and electors who voted him/her as their first choice will have their votes
reassigned to their second choice. All ballots are recounted.

3. Repeat step (2) until one candidate receives a majority.

[] Batch method. For example, top two batch method:

1. Voters’ first choices are counted.

2. If no candidate receives a clear majority, eliminate all candidates below the top two
candidates.

3. Votes are recounted among the top two candidates to determine which candidate receives a
majority.

[] Other. Description:

RANKED VOTING EXPLANATION AND INSTRUCTIONS

[] A voter education and outreach campaign to familiarize electors with ranked voting will be
provided in English and in every language in which a ballot is require to be made available in
accordance with Title 1, C.R.S., and the federal “Voting Rights Act of 1965, 42 U.S.C. sec.
1973aa-1. Description:

] Copies of the ranked voting explanation and instructions were submitted to the Secretary of State
for and have been approved for use.

[] The ranked voting explanation and instructions will be posted at each polling place and included
with each mail-in ballot.

AUDIT PROCESS

[] A post election hand count will be implemented.

[] If a computer program will used to accommodate ranked voting, this system will be written in an
open source code that could be viewed by the public.

[] Logic and accuracy tests of the count will be made public.
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[] A random sample of voting machines and a manual comparison of the paper ballots read by that
machine with the machine record will be conducted to assure that machines are properly
recording the voters' marks. Additionally, audited ranked-ballot files will be made publicly
available.

|:| Additional information/explanation:

REPORTING PROCESS
The following reports will be issued:
[] A summary report listing the total number of votes for each candidate in each round;

[] A ballot image report listing for each ballot the order in which the elector ranked the
candidates, the precinct of the ballot, and whether the ballot is a mail-in ballot; and

[] A comprehensive report listing the results in the summary report by precinct.

[] Preliminary versions of the summary report and ballot image report will be made available to the
public as soon as possible after the commencement of the official canvass of the vote.
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EXAMPLES & RESOURCES

EXAMPLE RANKED VOTING BALLOT

SAMPLE RalINT

CITY OF ASPEN REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTION
MAY 5, 2009

AF e can D EFRE

City Cherk

MAYOR
Twe yaar term)
Dnly one choics per cdlunn and ona shoice par ow

Marilyn Marks

L) Erspamer

Ancrew Kaole

MICK Ireland

Wite |

“ Znd Trd Ak
shoice choiee choice chaice
0 0] L [
— — =)
J J
oy — ')
el C) At L
) ) )
J 0 C o)
\_:I -\_J (o [
CITY SOUNGIL
(P i din o1

womzlataly Fil inthe ova like thes . To indicate a 2ne cheoios,
2lect 2 differant caraicate 1 the Zno columne To ndicete a3rd
hioioe, soleet o different sardidate s the 2rd oo umn, ote
. Fankcardidates in order of preference
L. TOU M3y rant &5 18w CandIasmes a5 you WIS or &5 MamEs
are 3 lowed

Ca not ship ranking= andgnk one shaice pereolumn and one
FICIC [DOr e
d. Witha Black 23l ooirt pen ormaking devies. completebyfill in
he oval IXE thie
. ¥ou maywrits in 8 candidete by iling in e seal andritng

he fiare or theWiie In line

HETRUCTIZNE. Mok pou 1ot oheioc in the 122 oglumn I

Twa Ciy Coursil Members will be elecied far 4yes termm. Reank your choees in calumns 1 thiough 8. Your first and second choices nill be couwnted in the fird round of talliez. Only onecheice

Wite In

per column and one choice per row

st nd ard 4th st h Tth th th
chaica choice choice choice choicz chpice choica choca choica
) ) () () () 0] ) 0 O
wach Johnaon : :j 3 : S : : C C =
Adam knsch o 0 9 U 0] 0 . C L 7
Tarre ) 0] 0 0 U J ) O ®
Michael Behrenclt :- D J 3 C C : C r-.:-
Jacon Lacoor, r: rj ﬁ t-: :-: :-: r: P lr.-‘
Nicrae \Wamgler J J Jd U U 0 J L L
Uerek Jehnzon : D 3 : S S : C C
Brian [ Speck J ) J U U ] J L C
— B :_J - :_: :_: — [_, T
J 0] 0] U U 0] J C O

Wite In

QUEETION M2, 4

CITY OF AZPEM REFENEMDUM £ALE OF FONMEN ¥OUTH CEMTER PROMERTY AND BUILDIMG

=hal the City Councll 22 suthonzed wo =2l he propery ard Daldng Knoan 35 he ommer Youth Cenier and cenaim adigoent properies ncaed nex 1o the Galena Sreel Flazs
(az more fuly decoribed in Resolition Mo, 14, Series of 2009) to the Azpen Art Muceun for the conetrudion of 3 new 2t musaum bulding, en guck terne ane conditione,

including 20lc grice, roguisitc Iond USc aopravo s, cnd Civie Boncits, oe @ctormincd by the City Counell te BC in hic beat inlcroats of the City of Asgen? Mobwithatonding cryting
to the contrary. the City ghall not be chligated to 2el the fommer Youth Center o the Aspen Ar Muzeum.

|
1
|
|
i
I
|
|
|
1
|
|
1
1
|
|
1
I . Arkie Kasabhach
|
|
1
|
1
1
1
|
|
1
1
|
I
1
|
I

3 YES O MO

Additional sample ballots are available online at:

ASPEN, COLORADO - MAY 2009 ELECTION USING A RANKED VOTING METHOD

Information relating to Aspen City’s May 2009 election, including voter outreach materials, is available

online at:
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