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The Census Bureau has just released new population estimates for 
all s t a t e s . The provisional July 1, 1987 estimate for C o l o r a d o is 
3,296,269 — 30,120 or 0.9 percent above the revised July 1, 1986 
estimate of 3,266,149. The difference between births and deaths for 
the m i d - 8 6 to mid-87 period is 33,761. This implies n e g a t i v e net 
migration of 3,641 for the period. 

T a b l e 1 adds the most recent figures to a historical series 
extending back to 1960. If these figures hold up after s u b s e q u e n t 
revisions this will be the first t i m e since 1960 (and p e r h a p s since 
the Great Depression), that the state has experienced two consecutive 
years of negative net migration. These estimates also indicate that 
the state has experienced its fourth y e a r of relatively s l o w g r o w t h 
(less that 1.5 percent per year). As can be seen in Chart A, t h e r e 
have been two previous periods of slow g r o w t h — 1 9 6 4 - 6 6 and 1 9 7 5 - 7 6 . 
Both of these periods w e r e f o l l o w e d by rapid recoveries due to a 
r e s u m p t i o n of net m i g r a t i o n . The c u r r e n t s l o w d o w n is d i s t i n c t i v e 
because it has lasted longer than the two previous slowdowns and there 
is no evidence of an impending return to historic migration levels. 

The "big picture" given by these estimates is that the state has 
departed from its traditional pattern of growth through net migration. 
A substantial surplus of births over deaths offsets the c u r r e n t low 
levels of net outmigration, yielding a growth rate similar to that of 
the nation as a whole. 

Given the age structure of the state's population a slight 
d e c l i n e in the n u m b e r of births is expected for the next decade or 
m o r e . If net migration continues at its current low l e v e l , the 
arrival of f e w e r young adults would further depress future b i r t h s . 
D e a t h s , on the other hand, are likely to increase s l o w l y as the 
population ages. Even if net m i g r a t i o n remains near zero for the 
remainder of the century, however, births are likely to exceed deaths 
and the state will continue to grow, albeit at an increasingly slower 
rate. 
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The principal determinant of the volatile component of population 
g r o w t h , net migration, is the demand for labor. Historically, the 
demand for labor has exceeded the local supply, bringing tens of 
thousands of new residents to the state each year for most of the 
postwar period. Today the number of state residents available to work 
is growing by about 20,000 per year even with near zero net migration. 
The failure of the state's economy to produce this many jobs in recent 
years has led to increases in unemployment, decreases in labor force 
participation rates and a slowdown in net migration. 

Two other factors also contribute to the slowdown in net 
migration. Labor markets elsewhere are stronger vis-a-vis Colorado's 
than they have been in most of the recent past. From 1975 to 1983 
e m p l o y m e n t nationwide increased 2.0 percent per annum versus 4.8 
percent in Colorado. From 1983 to 1986 national employment grew 2.8 
percent per annum vs. 0.2 percent in Colorado. Also, the age 
structure of the nation's population is b e c o m i n g less favorable to 
m i g r a t i o n . From 1975 to 1983 the U.S. population 20-34 grew 2.5 
percent per annum it has grown by 0.7 percent per annum from 1983 to 
1986. (From 1975 to 1980 51 percent of the migrants to Colorado were 
20-34.) 

Many users of demographic statistics prefer data for calendar 
years rather than the mid year data shown in Table 1 and Chart A. 
Table 2 and Chart B are designed to meet their needs. Year end 
population estimates are prepared from m i d y e a r estimates by linear 
interpolation; the last estimate is extrapolated using the last 
annual percent change. Calendar year births and deaths are compiled 
from monthly data; data for the last six months of 1987 are estimated. 

Estimates for recent years are subject to change. Table 3 shows 
that past revisions of the provisional state population estimate have 
been substantial, especially in the early part of the decade. The 
revision for 1986 is the smallest in this decade and the first 
d o w n w a r d revision. The large revisions in the early part of the 
decade are due to the use of estimating equations calibrated on the 
1970 census for the provisional estimates and new equations calibrated 
to the 1980 census for the revised e s t i m a t e s . It is reasonable to 
expect that annual revisions in the second half of the decade will be 
smaller than in the first half. However, following the 1990 census the 
1980 e s t i m a t e series will be revised once again. (The 1980 state 
estimate was revised upward by 2.5 percent following the 1980 census.) 
Revisions such as these are troubling to those who expect exactitude 
in population estimation. However, the Census Bureau's state 
population estimates provide reasonably accurate reflections of recent 
demographic change. 

Please give me a call if you have any questions. 



COLORADO P O P U L A T I O N G R O W T H 
C o m p o n e n t s of C h a n g e , 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 8 7 

M i d - Y e a r 

P O P J U L Y B . W K 1 
======== ========================= ================= ========== 

T o t a l Annual
 P c t o f 

P o p u l a t i o n P o p . Percent R e s i d . R e s i d . N a t u r a l Net G r o w t h 

Year July 1 G r o w t h Growth Births D e a t h s I n c r . M i g r a t . fr Mig 

1960 1 , 7 7 1 , 1 5 8 4 2 , 1 0 6 1 5 , 0 9 6 2 7 , 0 1 0 
1961 1 , 8 4 0 , 0 0 0 6 8 , 8 4 2 3.9% 4 3 , 7 7 0 1 4 , 8 5 5 2 8 , 9 1 5 39,927 58.0% 
1962 1 , 9 0 0 , 0 0 0 6 0 , 0 0 0 3.3% 4 4 , 5 3 0 1 5 , 9 8 0 2 8 , 5 5 0 31,450 52.4% 
1 9 6 3 1 , 9 4 0 , 0 0 0 4 0 , 0 0 0 2.1% 4 2 , 9 4 5 1 6 , 0 1 2 2 6 , 9 3 3 13,067 32.7% 
1964 1 , 9 7 0 , 0 0 0 3 0 , 0 0 0 1.5% 4 1 , 3 9 3 1 6 , 2 6 5 2 5 , 1 2 8 4,872 16.2% 
1 9 6 5 1 , 9 9 0 , 0 0 0 2 0 , 0 0 0 1.0% 3 8 , 8 6 5 1 6 , 1 1 0 2 2 , 7 5 5 - 2 , 7 5 5 - 1 3 . 8 % 
1966 2 , 0 1 0 , 0 0 0 2 0 , 0 0 0 1.0% 3 5 , 4 3 5 1 6 , 2 7 8 1 9 , 1 5 7 843 4.2% 
1967 2 , 0 5 0 , 0 0 0 4 0 , 0 0 0 2.0% 35 ,018 1 6 , 3 2 1 1 8 , 6 9 7 21,303 53.3% 
1968 2 , 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 7 0 , 0 0 0 3.4% 3 5 , 3 5 4 1 6 , 9 9 0 1 8 , 3 6 4 51,636 7 3 . 8 % 
1969 2 , 1 7 0 , 0 0 0 5 0 , 0 0 0 2.4% 3 8 , 5 3 2 1 7 , 4 7 9 2 1 , 0 5 3 28,947 57.9% 
1970 2 , 2 2 4 , 6 1 0 5 4 , 6 1 0 2.5% 40 , 145 17 ,326 22 ,819 31 , 791 58.2% 
1971 2 , 2 8 4 , 6 6 0 6 0 , 0 5 0 2.7% 41 , 795 17 ,477 2 4 , 3 1 8 35,732 59.5% 
1972 2 , 3 7 8 , 3 1 8 9 3 , 6 5 8 4.1% 3 8 , 9 3 4 1 8 , 0 1 9 2 0 , 9 1 5 72,743 7 7 . 7 5 
1 9 7 3 2,489 591 1 1 1 , 2 7 3 4.7% 3 8 , 7 7 1 1 8 , 3 7 7 2 0 , 3 9 4 90,879 8 1 . 7 5 
1 9 7 4 2 , 5 4 3 , 7 6 4 5 4 , 1 7 3 2.2% 3 8 , 2 7 6 1 8 , 2 8 8 1 9 , 9 8 8 34,185 6 3 . 1 % 
1975 2 5 7 6 , 9 0 2 3 3 , 1 3 8 1.3% 4 0 , 1 2 4 1 7 , 5 1 8 2 2 , 6 0 6 10,532 3 1 . 8 % 
1976 2 , 6 1 8 , 3 1 1 4 1 , 4 0 9 1.6% 4 0 , 0 8 3 1 7 , 7 9 8 2 2 , 2 8 5 19,124 4 6 . 2 % 
1977 2 6 7 6 , 2 2 0 5 7 , 9 0 9 2.2% 4 2 , 4 3 4 1 7 , 6 6 9 2 4 , 7 6 5 33,144 5 7 . 2 % 
1 9 7 8 2 766,084 8 9 , 8 6 4 3.4% 4 3 , 2 0 1 1 8 , 2 8 3 2 4 , 9 1 8 54,946 7 2 . 3 % 
1979 2 8 5 0 , 2 3 4 8 4 , 1 5 0 3.0% 4 5 , 7 1 9 1 8 , 0 3 3 2 7 , 5 8 6 56,464 6 7 . 1 % 
1980 2 , 9 0 8 , 5 6 3 5 8 , 3 2 9 2.0% 4 8 , 1 5 9 1 8 , 7 9 0 2 9 , 3 6 9 28,950 4 9 . 6 % 
1981 2 , 9 8 3 , 8 7 3 7 5 , 3 1 0 2.6% 5 1 , 1 5 1 1 9 , 2 5 8 3 1 , 8 9 3 43,417 5 7 . 7 % 
1982 3 , 0 7 1 , 6 1 4 8 7 , 7 4 1 2.9% 5 3 , 5 9 7 1 9 , 5 7 0 3 4 , 0 2 7 53,714 6 1 . 2 % 
1983 3 , 148,475 76 ,861 2.5% 55 , 028 1 9 , 4 9 5 3 5 , 5 3 3 41 ,328 53 .8% 
1984 3 , 1 8 9 , 6 5 1 4 1 , 1 7 6 1.3% 5 3 , 9 4 2 1 9 , 8 7 3 3 4 , 0 6 9 7,107 1 7 . 3 % 
1985 3 2 3 4 , 3 4 0 4 4 , 5 8 9 1.4% 5 4 , 8 1 1 2 0 , 5 2 4 3 4 , 2 3 7 i0,402 23.3% 
1986 3 , 2 6 6 , 1 4 9 3 1 , 8 0 9 1.0% 5 5 , 5 4 4 2 0 , 4 5 3 3 5 , 0 3 6 - 3 , 2 7 7 - 1 0 . 3 % 
1987 3 , 2 9 6 , 2 6 9 3 0 , 1 2 0 0.9% 5 4 , 2 1 9 2 0 , 4 5 8 3 3 , 7 5 1 - 3 , 6 4 1 - 1 2 . 1 % 

S O U R C E S : U . S . B u r e a u of the Census ( P o p u l a t i o n ) 
C o l o r a d o D e p a r t m e n t of Health ( B i r t h s and D e a t h s ) 

N O T E : 1987 p o p u l a t i o n e s t i m a t e ( P r e l i m i n a r y , r e l e a s e d on 1 2 - 3 1 - 8 7 ) 
1937 b i r t h s & d e a t h s (Jan.- J u n e , p r e l i m i n a r y as 1 2 - 1 6 - 8 7 ) 

P r e p a r e d by C O L O R A D O D I V . OF LOCAL G O V E R N M E N T ( 1 2 - 1 6 - 8 7 ) YRL 



C O L O R A D O P O P U L A T I O N G R O W T H 
C o m p o n e n t s of C h a n g e , 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 8 8 

Calendar Year 

P O P D E C . W K 1 
== = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

P o p u l a t i o n 
Y e a r D e c . 31 

Total 
P o p . 

Growth 

Annual 
P e r c e n t R e s i d . 
G r o w t h Births 

R e s i d . Natural 
D e a t h s I n c r . 

Pct of 
Net G r o w t h 

M i g r a t . fr Mig 
================ 

1960 1 , 8 0 5 , 5 7 9 42,905 15 ,351 2 7 , 5 5 4 
1961 1 , 8 7 0 , 0 0 0 64 ,421 2 .9% 44,648 15 ,128 2 9 , 5 2 0 34 ,901 5 4 . 2 % 

1962 1,920,000 50,000 2.7% 43,594 15 ,992 2 7 , 6 0 2 22 ,398 4 4 . 8 % 
1963 1 , 9 5 5 , 0 0 0 3 5 , 0 0 0 1.8% 42,179 16 ,106 2 6 , 0 7 3 8 ,927 25 .5% 
1964 1 , 9 8 0 , 0 0 0 25 ,000 1.3% 40,537 16 ,400 2 4 , 1 3 7 863 3 .5% 
1965 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 20 ,000 1.0% 36,851 16 ,206 2 0 , 6 4 5 - 6 4 5 - 3 . 2 % 
1966 2 030 ,000 30 ,000 1.5% 34,899 16 ,325 8 , 5 7 4 11,426 38.1% 
1967 2 , 0 8 5 , 0 0 0 55 ,000 2.7% 35,166 16 ,321 1 8 , 8 4 5 36,155 65 .7% 

1968 2 , 1 4 5 , 0 0 0 60 ,000 2.9% 36,842 17 ,705 19 ,137 40 ,863 68 .1% 
1969 2,197,305 52 ,305 2.4% 39,189 17 ,081 2 2 , 1 0 8 30,197 57.7% 
1970 2 , 2 5 4 , 6 3 5 57 ,330 2.6% 41,480 17 ,439 2 4 , 0 4 1 33 ,289 58.1% 

1971 2 , 3 3 1 , 4 8 9 76 ,854 3.4% 40,360 17 ,892 2 2 , 4 6 8 54,386 70 .8% 
1972 2 , 4 3 3 , 9 5 4 102,465 4.4% 38,585 17 ,856 2 0 , 7 2 9 81,736 79 .8% 

1973 2 , 5 1 6 , 6 7 7 8 2 , 7 2 3 3.4% 38,507 18 ,633 1 9 , 8 7 4 62 ,849 76 .0% 
1974 2 , 5 6 0 , 3 3 3 43 ,656 1.7% 39,035 17 ,849 2 1 , 1 8 6 22 ,470 51 .5% 

1975 2 , 5 9 7 , 6 0 6 37 ,273 1.5% 40,145 17 ,398 2 2 , 7 4 7 14,526 39 .0% 
1976 2 , 6 4 7 , 2 6 5 49 ,659 1.9% 40,975 17 ,965 2 3 , 0 1 0 26 ,649 53 .7% 
1977 2 , 7 2 1 , 1 5 2 73 ,887 2.8% 43,053 17 ,871 2 5 , 1 8 2 48,705 65 .9% 

1978 2 , 8 0 8 , 1 5 9 87 ,007 3.2% 44,063 18 ,325 2 5 , 7 3 8 61,269 7 0 . 4 % 
1979 2 , 8 7 6 , 6 5 9 68 ,500 47,179 18 ,408 28 ,771 39,729 58.0% 

1980 2 , 9 4 6 , 2 1 8 69,559 2.4% 49,716 18 ,925 3 0 , 7 9 1 38 ,768 55.7% 
1981 3 , 0 2 7 , 7 4 4 81,526 2.8% 52,104 19 ,360 3 2 , 7 4 4 48 ,782 59 .8% 
1982 3 , 1 1 0 , 0 4 5 82 ,301 2.7% 54,786 19 ,633 3 5 , 1 4 8 47 ,153 57 .3% 
1083 3,169,063 59 ,018 1.9% 54,643 19 ,531 3 5 , 1 1 2 23,906 40 .5% 

1984 3, 211,096 42 ,933 1.4% 54,339 20 ,356 3 3 , 9 8 3 8 ,950 20 .8% 
1985 3 , 2 5 0 , 7 2 9 38 ,733 1.2% 55,115 20 ,234 3 4 , 8 8 1 3 ,852 9 .9% 
1986 3 , 2 8 1 , 2 0 9 30 ,480 0.9% 55,142 20 ,768 3 4 , 3 7 4 - 3 , 8 9 4 - 1 2 . 8 % 
1987 3 , 3 1 1 , 4 6 8 30 ,259 0.9% 54,000 20 ,700 3 3 , 3 0 0 - 3 , 0 4 1 - 1 0 . 0 % 

S O U R C E S : U . S . Bureau of the Census ( P o p u l a t i o n ) 
C o l o r a d o D e p a r t m e n t of Health (Births and D e a t h s ) 

N O T E : 1987 e s t i m a t e s ( P r e l i m i n a r y , 1 2 - 3 1 - 8 6 ) 

P r e p a r e d by C O L O R A D O D I V . OF LOCAL G O V E R N M E N T ( 1 2 - 1 6 - 8 7 ) YRL 



TABLE 3 

Provisional and Revised Estimates of Population 
Colorado, 1981-1987 

POPULATION 

Provisional Revised Difference 
# % 

July 1 , 1 9 8 1 2,965,262 2,983,873 18,611 0.63 

July 1 , 1 9 8 2 3,044,508 3,071,614 27,106 0.89 

July 1, 1983 3,139,138 3,148,475 9,337 0.30 

July 1, 1984 3,177,952 3,189,651 11,699 0.37 

July 1, 1985 3,231,128 3,234,340 3,212 0.10 

July 1, 1986 3,257,118 3,266,149 -969 -0.03 

July 1, 1987 3,296,269 

SOURCE: Bureau of the Census 

Table Prepared by Colorado Division of Local Government 



CHART A COLORADO POPULATION CHANGE 
Components of Change: July 1, 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 8 7 
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CHART B COLORADO POPULATION CHANGE 
Components of Change, 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 8 7 
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