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I.  U.S. TRAVEL 
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The national level data in this section focuses on visitor spending trends in current and real 
dollars, resident and foreign visitor spending in the U.S., and trends in travel-generated 
employment. 

The following two graphs are derived from the Bureau of Economic Analysis Travel and 
Tourism Satellite Accounts.1  Both graphs show direct tourism output for the United States 
 spending by resident and foreign visitors.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                            
1 See http://www.bea.gov/industry/index.htm#satellite. 

Spending by resident and 
foreign visitors was $894 
billion in 2014 in current 
dollars.  This represents a 
4.5 percent increase over 
2013.  When adjusted 
for changes in prices 
(real dollars), spending 
increased by 2.5 percent 
from 2013 to 2014  
compared to a 3.6 
percent increase from 
2012 to 2013.   

 

 

The bottom chart 
compares the change in 
current dollar spending 
by resident and foreign 
visitors since 2000.  In 
2014, the increase in 
spending by resident 
visitors (5.1 percent) 
exceeded the increase in 
foreign visitor spending 
(1.0 percent).  This is the 
first time that resident 
spending growth was 
greater than foreign since 
the 2008-09 recesssion. 

Annual Direct Travel Spending in U.S., 2000-14p 

Spending by Foreign* and Resident  
Travelers in U.S. 

(Current Dollars; Year 2000=100) 

*Note:  Foreign visitor spending does not include 
expenditures on health and educational services or 
expenditures by short term seasonal workers. 

http://www.bea.gov/industry/index.htm#satellite
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The top left chart shows that the foreign share of U.S. internal travel declined in 2014 
because of the lower rate of growth of foreign visitor spending (shown in preceding chart).2  
However, as the graph on the right indicates, overseas arrivals to the U.S. (34.4 million in 
2014) continued to increase  7.4 percent in 2014, following a 7.6 percent increase in 
2013.  Rather, much of the explanation for the declining foreign share of internal travel in 
the U.S. is due to the increasing value of U.S. currency (see bottom left chart).  As the value 
of foreign currencies fall relative to the U.S. dollar, foreign visitors have less money to 
spend on U.S. goods and services. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
2 Internal travel does not include spending on international airfares to U.S carriers. 

Overseas Arrivals (Millions) Foreign Share of U.S. 
Internal Travel Spending 

Relative Value of Selected Foreign 
Currencies compared to U.S. Dollar  

Monthly Averages, 2014 Sources:   

Foreign Share of U.S Internal Travel:  Bureau 
of Economic Analysis Travel & Tourism 
Satellite Accounts and International 
Transactions.   

Overseas Arrivals:  Office of Travel and 
Tourism Industries, U.S. Department of 
Commerce. 

Relative Value of Selected Foreign 
Currencies:  USForex, Inc. 
(www.usforex.com) 
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The following two graphs show employment trends since 2000.  The first graph shows that 
travel-generated employment has increased at a steady rate since 2010, although it is still 
below the level attained prior to the 2008-09 recession.  The second graph shows the 
employment trends of different types of businesses within the travel industry.  The only 
industry that has exhibited substantial growth has been food services.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Components of U.S. Travel 
Industry Employment 

 

Source:  Bureau of 
Economic Analysis 
Travel & Tourism 
Satellite Accounts.   

U.S. Travel Industry Employment 
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